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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 51 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Regarding claim 51, the claimed, "machine-readable format" is unclear. The 
original specification does not describe what encompasses "machine-readable format", 
and how the information is "stored" in a tangible fashion on the "machine-readable 
format". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 56 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hanada et 
al. (EP 1220051), hereinafter referred to as Hanada. 

Regarding claim 56, Hanada teaches, "A transport reservoir for transport of toner 
material, comprising: a storage unit (see Fig. 12) connected with the transport reservoir 
that has at least a first storage region (where S121 is stored) in which can be stored a 
number of transport actions associated with the transport reservoir; and a second 
storage region (Fig. 12, where S124, S125 or S126 is stored) in which can be stored 
state information that specifies that no toner material is present in the transport reservoir 
(each information part is stored in a different region of memory)." 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 29-55 are allowed. 

Regarding claims 29-49, the prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed, 
"associating said detected and stored toner material quantity with said transport 
reservoir from which said toner material is extracted to fill said supply reservoir after 
said under-run of said second limit value, said associating lasting at least until said 
lower second limit value is reached", along with the remaining claimed subject matter. 

Regarding claims 50-51 , the prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed, "an 
association device which associates said detected toner material quantity with said 
transport reservoir from which said toner material is extracted after said under-run of 
said lower second limit value, said association being maintained at least until said 
second lower limit value is reached", along with the remaining claimed subject matter. 

Regarding claims 52-54, the prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed, 
"only then comparing said number of implemented transport actions associated with the 
transport reservoir with a limit value after a minimum quantity of toner material in the 
developer station or a further reservoir has not been reached after a preset number of 
successively implemented transport actions for transport of toner material from the 
transport reservoir", along with the remaining claimed subject matter. 

Regarding claim 55, the prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed, "the 
comparison only being conducted after a minimum quantity of toner material in the 
developer station or in a supply reservoir as a buffer has not been reached after a 
preset number of successively implemented transport actions, a storage region being 
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associated with the transport reservoir and in which state information can be stored, 
said state information specifying whether toner material is present in the transport 
reservoir; and state information that specifies an empty state being stored upon 
reaching or exceeding the limit value", along with the remaining claimed subject matter. 
Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Ogata et al. (US Pub. # 2005/0117920), Tsuzuki (US Pub. # 
2003/0219263) and Izumizaki (US Pat. # 5,652,947), teach similar control related to 
supplying toner to an image forming apparatus, as claimed in the current application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN D. WALSH whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2726. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on 571-272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/561,549 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2852 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ryan D Walsh/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2852 



